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ABSTRACT 

Fedko O.M. The genre and stylistic specificity of Ukrainian treatises in the 

Baroque discourse. Qualification research work, presented as manuscript.  

The dissertation on reception of the scientific degree of Doctor of Philosophy in 

specialty 035 Philology. Ternopil Volodymyr Hnatiuk National Pedagogical 

University, 2025. 248 s. 

The dissertation is devoted to a comprehensive literary analysis of Ukrainian 

treatises from the late 16th to the 18th centuries within the context of Baroque 

discourse. Its urgency is justified by following factors: the need to fill the voids in the 

history of Ukrainian writing and to undertake a deeper exploration of some genres, 

among which there are treatises that contain value guidance to save faith and 

spirituality; an urgent need for a more detailed study of their axiology and the 

rethinking of basic concepts for their understanding and application in today’s reality. 

The scientific novelty of the results is the treatise for the first time became a 

holistic object of literary analysis as an original phenomenon of the Baroque era in 

Ukrainian medieval studies, and also the peculiarities of the existence of treatises in 

Ukrainian Baroque writing were systematically studied, new approaches to their 

analysis were used not only from the essential, content positions, but also from the 

aesthetic and poetics, which contributes to the reception of the worldview of their 

authors. It has been analyzed the main factors and sources of formation of genre, 

pointed out main periods of its active function to clarify the genre-stylistic features of 

treatises in the context of Baroque discourse. The proposed periodization is based not 

only on the chronological, but also on the aesthetic factor. 

The theoretical value of the dissertation is the systematic understanding of the 

treatise genre as a peculiar phenomenon of the Ukrainian literary tradition of the 

Baroque era, which was formed under the influence of cultural-historical, confessional 

and educational factors. On the basis of studying Ukrainian medieval studies, 

approaches to the scientific reception of the treatise are generalized, the stages of the 

formation and functioning of the genre are determined, its compositional and stylistic 



features within the pre-Union of Brest, immediate post-Union of Brest and Mogilev 

periods are highlighted. The study deepens the understanding of the aesthetic and 

ideological dominants of treatise prose of the second half of the 17th - early 18th 

centuries, contributes to the development of a methodological apparatus for the 

analysis of ancient literature and enriches the modern scientific discussion on the 

transformations of genre forms in the context of Ukrainian Baroque culture. 

The practical value of this research work is determined by the theoretical 

positions and conclusions that outline problematic directions for new scientific 

research of Ukrainian treatises, particularly for the study of their artistic aspects and 

for the influence on the formation of major prose genres in Ukrainian literature. Its 

results can also be used to write monographs, textbooks, and manuals. The proposed 

methodological approaches to the analysis of the treatise as a genre contribute to the 

development of skills in systematic reading and interpretation of the ancient literary 

heritage, form critical thinking about the aesthetic, worldview, and ideological 

components of the text. The conclusions and main provisions of the scientific work are 

useful for teaching the courses "History of Ukrainian Literature" and "Theory of 

Literature", and can become the basis for the preparation of lectures, practical classes, 

essays, term papers, and qualification papers. 

The key theoretical and methodological approaches to the analysis of treatises 

of the Baroque era became hermeneutic, narratological, cultural-historical and 

comparative, thanks to which the socio-cultural contexts of the past were reproduced, 

against the background of which the genre of the treatise was formed and various, in 

particular aesthetic, approaches to its evaluation were developed, and the 

bibliographical and descriptive approach inAludes the wide involvement of various 

publications as sources of information about the research materials. For analysis of 

primary sources, we were guided by such methods as textual, contextual consideration 

of sources, systematization and logical generalization of information from primary 

sources and other research materials. The problem-thematic, genre-stylistic and 

systemic methods were also applied to solving specific research tasks. 



Given that the treatises reflect not only the intellectual pursuits of that time, but also 

the deep desire of the authors to preserve and affirm the Orthodox faith, national identity, 

moral and spiritual values. The description of the treatise genre and the main stages of its 

existence in Ukrainian literature of the Baroque era (pre-Union of Brest, immediate post-

Union of Brest, Mogilev periods, the second half of the 18th - early 19th centuries) are 

identified. Traced the dynamics of genre from the early pre-Brest samples to the 

artistically perfect works of Ioanikii Galyatovsky, Lazar Baranovych, Innocent Giesel, 

Dymytrii Tuptalo and Stefan Yavorsky, which certify the deep intellectual integration of 

Ukrainian literature into the all-European scientific and spiritual space. It is emphasized 

that in the interconfessional communication of that time, treatises transmitted certain 

information and had a corresponding political-religious orientation, being published and 

widely used in spiritual and polemical practices. Therefore, they are important today both 

for the search for national and spiritual orientations of every Ukrainian, and for providing 

an opportunity to trace the spectrum and dynamics of the societal and cultural relations of 

that time, as well as the painful issues of the era. 

A sufficiently representative panorama of the genre and stylistic features of 

Ukrainian Baroque treatises has been outlined, in which a new constructive role of the 

artistic image is gradually formed, one that evokes the emotions of the recipient through 

corresponding artistic means. It has been established that each of the works was 

characterized by logical argumentation, clarity of presentation, and the aim of convincing 

the reader. Their authors analyzed the causes of historical upheavals, shaped theological 

concepts, systematized church history, laying the foundations of future national 

consciousness, and attesting to the existence of a powerful intellectual elite in Ukraine 

capable of defending and developing spiritual and cultural values. 

Textual analysis confirms that the treatises followed a distinct structure: a preface 

addressed to the reader, individual articles, compositionally independent narratives, 

memoirs, and various documents used to embellish the work. The authors skillfully 

incorporated the names of ancient thinkers, historians, and classical writers into their texts. 

Theologians employed historical facts rather freely, often prioritizing dramatic 

presentation over factual accuracy, which was reflected in their individual stylistic 

approaches. Their goal was not merely to record events but to interpret them, offering 



subjective commentary. As a result, these texts harmoniously blend narrative elements 

with publicistic and oratorical techniques, combining documentary realism with 

mythologization. Documentary realism was manifested in the precise depiction of 

contemporary life, while mythologization sought to transform the worldview, aligning it 

with religious beliefs and self-perception. This is evident, for example, in <Threnos= by 

Meletiy Smotrytsky, <The True Messiah= by Ioanykii Galyatovsky, <The Investigation of 

the Schismatic Bryn Faith= by Dymytrii Tuptalo, and <The Stone of Faith= by Stefan 

Yavorsky. 

Scholars have emphasized the crucial role of dialogic-monologic forms in 

structuring these works. The authors, favoring genre diversification and direct address to 

specific recipients, maintained continuous dialogue. This resulted in rhetorical strategies 

acquiring characteristics of emotional persuasion. All literary devices were employed to 

reinforce the author's position and strengthen textual argumentation. To achieve these 

objectives, amplification techniques were extensively utilized, primarily aimed at evoking 

specific emotional responses in readers 3 including tenderness, compassion, or 

indignation. A fundamental principle of these treatises was antithesis, deeply rooted in 

Ukrainian tradition since the Kyivan Rus' period. This became particularly pronounced 

during the Reformation and Counter-Reformation, when religious doctrines of 

Catholicism, Protestantism, and Orthodoxy became increasingly polarized. This 

antithetical principle played a pivotal role in the accusation-response dynamic, emerging 

as a stylistic dominant that created the artistic effect of polemical dialogue. This is 

exemplified in the textual dialogue between Uniate apologist Lev Krevza's <Defensio 

unitatis ecclesiae= (Defense of Church Unity) and Orthodox writer Zakhariia 

Kopystensky's <Knyha o viri yedynoi= (Book on the One True Faith) and <Palinodia, or 

The Book of Defense=. 

Other theologians who engaged in controversial resolutions of complex theological 

issues through polylogue included: Kassian Sakovych, Petro Mohyla (Peter Mohila), Ivan 

Dubovych, Pakhomii Voina-Oransky. These principles manifested  in treatises by  

Ioanykii Galyatovsky, Lazar Baranovych, Stefan Yavorsky and other prominent 

theologians. Ioanykii Galyatovsky, for instance, dedicated significant intellectual effort to



debates concerning Orthodox faith sovereignty, engaging not only with traditional 

opponents (Catholics and Uniates) but also new challenges such as Turkish-Tatar 

expansion, ideological currents of Judaism, Mohammedanism, Islam. 

The study traces how the dialogic nature of the texts contributed to the characteristic 

Baroque artistic-rhetorical stylization, The main artistic techniques are numerous 

rhetorical questions and exclamations, anaphoras and epiphoras, and rather complex 

syntactic figures. The authors made extensive use of symbols and allegories either 

borrowed from the Bible or created following biblical stylistic patterns. 

The comprehensive analysis of these vectors in the dissertation has enabled the 

interpretation of Baroque treatises as an integral literary genre that incorporated not only 

the intellectual pursuits of the era but also demonstrated the authors' profound 

commitment to preserving and affirming their faith, national identity, and moral-spiritual 

values. These works remain profoundly relevant today in the ongoing search for national 

and spiritual reference points among Ukrainians. Furthermore, they provide valuable 

insights into the spectrum and dynamics of contemporary socio-cultural relations, as well 

as the pressing issues of that historical period. 

The evolution of the treatise genre outlined in this study, along with its functional 

and stylistic distinctiveness and profound connection to socio-political and religious 

contexts of the period, confirms its significance for understanding both literary and 

cultural processes in Ukraine. Further exploration in this direction opens prospects for 

interdisciplinary analysis and deeper comprehension of the treatise as a key instrument of 

intellectual expression during the Ukrainian Baroque era. Subsequent research should 

focus on comparative poetics, examination of typological connections with European 

counterparts, as well as address translation issues4specifically, rendering these texts into 

modern Ukrainian with comprehensive scholarly commentary to facilitate broader 

academic and public engagement. 

             Key words:  treatise, Baroque discourse, narrative, genre, metaphor, concept, 

rhetoric, Baroque, Yavorsky, Mazepa, persuasion, polemics, polylogue, polemical-

publicistic literature, apologetics, post-Union of Brest period, Polish translation, genre 

and stylistic distinctiveness.
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