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INTERDISCIPLINARY EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS AS A
PROSPECT FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF HIGHER EDUCATION

The modern economy increasingly relies on relatively short-term projects and the growth of
part-time and incomplete employment. In such conditions, interdisciplinary training becomes
crucial for equipping professionals with a unique combination of competencies, enabling them to
adapt quickly and respond effectively to changes in labor market demands. Furthermore, the
development of this component in higher education should be synchronized with lifelong learning
and seek opportunities for integration with non-formal and informal education.

The goal of higher education institutions in Ukraine is to focus on and comprehensively
support educational programs that treat their students as individuals, whose professional
characteristics are largely determined by their personal and social qualities, desire and readiness
for continuous self-improvement, developed communication skills, initiative, and adaptability.

The key characteristics of such programs include: moving away from the dominance of
narrowly specialized disciplinary knowledge; the intersection of scientific theories, concepts, and
hypotheses from different fields of knowledge; the use of research and teaching methodologies
based on the experiences of various sciences and distinct academic traditions; forming a unique
set of competencies for each program; developing a structure and implementation model that
enables students to make informed choices within the program according to their abilities,
interests, and career aspirations.

Examples of interdisciplinary or cross-sectoral programs at the University of Warsaw and
Jagiellonian University include “Urban Studies,” “European Studies,” “Generational Studies,”
“Gesture Language Philology,” “Environmental Protection,” “Culture and Nature,” “Financial
Mathematics,” and “Bioinformatics.”

Interdisciplinary learning can take the following forms: studying individual disciplines based on
the integration of knowledge and methods from different specialties. While the specialty of the
educational program and the direction of the discipline remain unchanged, the combination of
other sciences allows the generation of new ideas, projects, and research work, fostering a holistic
perspective and understanding interconnections.

Interdisciplinary links between subjects within an educational program. The outcomes of the
program depend on its structural scheme, the teaching staff, and their collaborative work. Elective
courses, which shape students' individual trajectories and enhance learning outcomes, play a
special role, as highlighted in the methodological recommendations for experts of the National
Agency for Quality Assurance in Higher Education.

Dual-program learning for full-time students. Higher education institutions must be prepared
to organize such studies by arranging schedules that account for attendance of different
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programs, collaborating with faculty and tutors on joint interdisciplinary projects, and supporting
these students.

Interdisciplinary programs that integrate mandatory courses from two or more specialties.

Interdisciplinary educational and research programs in higher education are developed in
accordance with the Law of Ukraine “On Higher Education” and the “Requirements for
Interdisciplinary Educational (Research) Programs” [1, 2].

The accreditation regulations for educational programs leading to higher education
gualifications outline only two points regarding interdisciplinary programs:

If two or more programs within a single specialty or interdisciplinary programs are accredited
simultaneously, the expert group composition can be expanded but by no more than one expert
per program. Criterion 2, “Structure and Content of the Educational Program,” evaluates the
alignment of the program's content with the subject area and defined specialties [3].

A key question for the academic community remains: What percentage of educational
components from another specialty is necessary for a program to be considered interdisciplinary?
The inclusion of several disciplines from another specialty can define the uniqueness of the
program and contribute to its learning outcomes. It is worth noting that, in line with global
economic trends and the goals of higher education development in Ukraine, fostering
interdisciplinary educational programs is identified as one of the priorities.
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Mpodopyk A. A.
CTapWuin BUKAada4 Kapeapu
NCUXONOrIT Ta IHKAHO3MBHOI OCBITH,
PiBHEHCbKMI 061aCHNI IHCTUTYT
nicnAaMNIOMHOI NeaaroriyHoi OcBiTH

AIANBbHICHUA NIOXIA B OCBITI: ®OPMYBAHHSA
KOMMETEHTHOCTEN YEPE3 AKTUBHY B3AEMOAJIO

AianbHicHMA niaxia 8 OCBITIi — CNPAMOBAHICTb OCBITHLOrO MPOLIECY Ha PO3BUTOK K/OYOBMX
KOMMNETEHTHOCTEN i HAaCKPI3HNX YMiHb OCOBMCTOCTI, 3aCTOCYBaHHA TEOPETUYHMX 3HAHb HA MPAKTML,
bopMyBaHHA 3ai6HOCTENM A0 CAaMOOCBITU i KOMaHAHOI Po60TK, YCMillHY iHTerpaLjilo B COLiyM i
npodecinHy camopeanizauito B manbytHbomy [3, c. 59]. Y cBOEMY HaBYa/bHO-METOANYHOMY
nocibHMKy “HoBa yKpaiHCbKa LWKoNa: AMAAKTUMYHI 0coBAMBOCTI opraHiszauii HaB4Ya/NbHO-IrPOBOI
aianbHocTi yyHiB 1-2 knacis” 1. KonocoB niaKpecnoe, Wo Ais/bHICHWUI niaxia € Hanbinblu
edeKTUBHUM ANsA OCBITHbOro npouecy HYLL. MopiBHIOKOYM MOro 3 NOACHIOBANbHO-INOCTPATUBHMUM
HaBYaHHAM, AOCNIAHWUK BUWAINAE KibKa KAKOYOBMX OCOD/IMBOCTEN: Mif, 4Yac HABYAHHA  YYHI
BHYTPILLHbO MPMIMatOTb LN Ta CAMPAtOTbCA Ha BAACHI MOTMBM; 3acobu HaBYaHHA 0bMpatoTbCA
BUMTENEM; Aii, AK OCHOBHWI enemMeHT AifNbHOCTI, € BapiaTUBHMMM, PE3yNbTaTOM HaBYaAHHA €
NO3UTUBHI BHYTPILLIHI 0cOBUCTICHI 3MmiHn [1, c. 15].

Cneundiky AianbHiCHOro nigxoAy B NO4YaTKOBIM LWKOAI oxapaKkTepusyBana T. MonHap.
JocnigHuua BU3HaUYMNa Taki 0cobIMBOCTI: BAacHa HaB4YabHa AiANbHICTb YYHA, OPraHi30BYETLCA B
MOro 30Hi HaMBAMMKYOTO PO3BWUTKY; BUMTENb MPOMOHYE AiTAM He roTOBi BiANOBIAI, @ NUTaHHA,
BiAMNOBiAb HA AKi MOTPIOHO 3HAWTM y CMiNbHIMA AiIANBHOCTI; BYMTENb OPIEHTYETLCA He Ti/IbKM Ha
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