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Oksana KUTSA,
Maryana KARANEVYCH

DEVELOPING THE SKILLS OF CRITICAL THINKING IN AN EFL SETTING USING
TECHNOLOGY

Global changes caused by the pandemic call for rethinking education with the view of professional
training of competitive employees who meet modern market requirements, are adaptable, make good
decisions and solve problems using technology. According to “The Future of Jobs Report 2020 [5, p. 36],
there are Top 15 skills for 2025, with critical thinking and analysis being the fourth on the list. Moreover,
the relative importance of this skill group is increasing [ibid].

For the purpose of ensuring the acquisition of competences needed for a competitive employee in a
certain sphere, higher educational institutions in Ukraine have prepared Education Programs following
The Instructional Guidelines for the Development of Higher Educational Standards [4]. It is
recommended to develop general competences (including the ability to communicate in a foreign
language; to use information and communication technologies; to search, process and analyze information
from various sources, etc.) and professional ones.

Even though there have been numerous studies devoted to critical thinking improvement in general
and in the foreign language setting in particular, there is lack of research aimed at investigating the ways
of honing critical thinking skills taking into account the Education Program and the Academic Program
of Practical Course of the English Language.

The aim of our research is to demonstrate the ways of critical thinking improvement using
technology in the English language classroom in the process of professional training of future translators
and interpreters.

It’s worth mentioning that critical thinking is “purposeful, self-regulatory judgement which results
in interpretation, analysis, evaluation, and inferences, as well as explanation of the evidential, conceptual,
methodological, criteriological, or contextual considerations upon which that judgement is based” [2].

Critical thinking in EFL setting can be developed through brainstorming, asking effective and
strategic questions. J. Hughes offers 20 activities that promote critical thinking in the language classroom,
namely: “Opinion and reason generator”, “Evaluating the reliability of the source”, “Stance”, “Vague or
accurate”, etc. [3].

Let’s have a closer look at one activity incorporated into educational process of the 4™-year students
of translation department at Ternopil Volodymyr Hnatiuk National Pedagogical University. While
considering the topic “Crime and Punishment”, students are asked to watch two videos about the day in
life of a policeman in Ukraine and in the USA on You Tube, then they do some extra research on the
Internet, analyze and compare the professional lives of policemen, create mind maps in miro, and after
that they deliver their presentations in open class followed by discussion.

The activity affords opportunity to practice critical thinking, in particular gathering relevant
information, analyzing and comparing it. Students develop intellectual humility, i.e., they have to
understand that their knowledge has limits and for this reason they have to search for some additional
information. They also develop the strategy of evaluating the credibility of sources of information while
looking for additional facts. To check the quality of reasoning about the issue, the teacher poses questions,
like “Can you provide any examples?”, “Could you be more specific?”, “Do we need to view this issue
from the other perspective?”. To help students create logical mind maps, the teacher asks, “Does all this
make sense together? Why?”’.

The use of technology is very beneficial during this activity because according to Chinnery, “... on
the Internet, students of English have an authentic context...” (students watch the videos) [1]. In order to
“foster communication” [ibid] students surf the Internet for additional reliable information for further
analysis and comparison. Then “to stimulate creativity” the students create mind maps in miro.
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Summing up everything mentioned above, it can be stated that critical thinking is an important skill
for competitive employees which has to be developed in the process of their professional training. EFL
setting is favorable in terms of honing critical thinking skills due to the incorporation of a range of
activities (based on authentic materials) into the English as a Foreign language class with the help of
technology.

The prospects for the research are seen in investigating the ways of critical thinking development
while teaching writing in the English language classroom.
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Olena LAUTA

BHYTPIIIHIN JOCBIJ K. BATAS : MOCTCTPYKTYPAJICTCBHKE
TIYMAYEHHA

B noctcTpyKTypasicTcbkoMy pO3yMiHHI TOCBITy KJIFOUOBY POJIb BiAIrpa€e MOHATTS «TPAHCIPECis».
M. ®yko po3ymie HOro sk <OKecT, 10 3BEepHEHUN Ha Mexy». KoHueniis TpaHcrpecii paauKaaibHO
MOPHUBAE 13 MPE3YMIILI€I0 JIHIMHO 3p03yMisIoi HACTYMHOCTI, BIAKpHUBaIOUYU (TMOpAN i3 TpaIulifHUMU
MOKJIUBOCTSIMHM 3allepeueHHs] W TBEpP/DKEHHS B JIOTIII «TaK» 1 «HI») — MOXJIMBICTH Tak 3BaHOTO
«HENO3UTHUBHOTO TBEepIXKeHHs». HoBUi1 00piii, 1110 BIIKPUBAETHCS TPAHCTPECUBHUM IPOPUBOM, € CIIPABIi
HOBUM Yy TOMY PO3YMiHHI, 110 CTOCOBHO MOMNEPEIHHOTO CTAaHy HE € JIIHIMHO «BUILTUBAIOYUM» 3 HHOT'O
OYEBHIHUM 1 €IMHUM HACIIJIKOM, — HaBIIaKH, HOBU3HA B LIbOMY BHUIAJIKy HAUISE€THCS CTOCOBHO BCHOT'O
MOTEePEeHbOr0 CTAaTYCOM 1 €HEpri€lo 3amepedyeHHs. BigkpuTuil B Takomy akTi TpaHcrpecii oOpiit
BU3HAYA€THCS IHIIMM IMOCTMOAEPHICTCEKUM (itocooM M. BiaHIIO SIK «MOMKIIMBICTB, IO 3’ SIBISETHCA
TICIIS 3AIMCHEHHS BCIX MOXJIMBUX MOKIIMBOCTEH, IO CKUJIAE BCE TTONIEPETHE a00 TUXO HOTO yCyBae» [2
; C.142].

3HaueHHs MpoOIeMH JOCB1 Y, HOTO MPUHIIUIIOBA [103aCIPSIMOBAHICTD Y AUCKYPC1 TOCTMOJEPHIZMY
PO3KpUBAEThCA B MpalsX NpeacTaBHUKaA (imocodii mocrcTpykrypanizmy K. baras. Bin nHaszuBae et
(EHOMEH «KpaeM MOXIIMBOTO», «MEAUTALIE€I0», «IEKyYHUM JOCBIIOM», IO «HE HaJa€ 3HAYEHHS
BCTaHOBJICHUM 330BHI MEXam».
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