cKapXatbcsl Ha Oil Madio3HUX CTPYKTYp 1 peker (6nm3bpko 80%), Ha 0OMEXEHHS TOPTiBili,3a MEKaMH
Vxpainu (88%), Ha yMOBU OpeHAW Ta KymiBii npumiteHs (78%), oTpuMaHHsl OaHKIBCHKHX KPEIHUTIB
(89%), Ha momaTkoBy moONiTUKY nepkaBu (87,3%). Crae oueBHIHUM, IO caMe JIEPKaBi HAICKHUTH
MpoBizHA POk Y (OPMYBaHHI CIPHUATIMBOTO CEPeNOBUIIA A PO3BUTKY MiAMPUEMHHIITBA Ta Majloro
oi3necy[1,c.81].

Bupimennsm mnpobnemu ¢iHaHCYyBaHHS Majoro Oi3HeCy MOXE CTaTH 3acTOCYBaHHS
iHTerpaniitanx ¢opMm (iHAaHCOBOI MIATPHUMKH 1 BiINOBIMHUX iM ()IHAHCOBHX TEXHOJOTIH JI3HHTY,
(paH4aii3uHTy, BEeHUYpHOro (piHAaHCYBaHHS, KOOIIEPATUBHOTO KpeAUTyBaHHs. s iX 3ampoBaKeHHs
B YkpaiHi HEOOXigHO 3AIHCHMTM HHU3KY 3aXO[iB NPaBOBOrO Ta OpraHi3alifHOrO XapakTepy.
[locnabneHHs MOJATKOBOI'O THCKY BHMarae BIOCKOHAJIEHHS TOJAaTKOBOTO 3aKOHOAABCTBA.
KitouoBrMy HampssMaMu pO3BHUTKY 1 MIATPUMKH MaJIOTO MiJNPUEMHUITBA MarOTh OyTH, HacaMIepes,
TaKi: YCBiIOMJIEHHS CyCHUIBCTBOM POJIi Ta Micus Majoro Oi3Hecy SK HEBiI'€MHOI CKIIaJI0BOi CUCTEMHU
rapaHTii Hal[iOHaJNbHOI O€3MeKH, OCKUIBKM PO3BUHYTE i epeKTHBHE Maje MiANPUEMHULTBO €
MOTYXXHOIO POTHBArol0 OyIb-SKHM COLIaJdbHO-MONITHYHMUM 1 EeKOHOMIYHHMM TIOTPSICIHHSM;
NeOIOpOKpaTH3allisl AisUIBHOCTI OpraHiB, YMOBHOBAXEHUX 3IIMCHIOBATH JEp)KaBHY MONITHKY 3
PO3BUTKY MiANPUEMHULTBA, MiABUIICHHS X MOHITOPHHIOBOI Ta aHANITHKO-TIPOTHO3HOI PO, sSIKicHE
MOJIMIIEHHs] KOOpAWHAILIl 3yCcHNb INONO pPecypcHoro, Hacammepen (iHaAHCOBOro, 3a0e3ledeHHs
Manoro 6i3HeCy; CHCTEMHA B3a€MOJIisl 3aKOHOAABYOi, BUKOHABUOI Ta CY/IOBOI TJIOK JIepKaBHOI BIaan
y 3AiHCHEHHI PEryiaTOpHOI MONITUKH, MiIBUIIEHHS BiINOBIJaJbHOCTI OpraHiB Jiep>KaBHOI Biaau i
OpraHiB MICIIEBOTO CaMOBPSAYBaHHS 3a MPUHHSTI pilleHHS Ta iX HACHAKW; AIEBHH 3aXHCT Majoro
Oi3Hecy.

Hacrae wac mepexomy Bin AepKaBHOI NONITUKM MIATPUMKHM Majoro Oi3Hecy A0 TONITHKU
JIJIOBOTO MapTHEpCTBa. EKCIIepTH IHCTUTYTY KOHKYPEHTHOTO CYCHUIBCTBA BH3HAYMIIM JIBA OCHOBHHX
MPUHIMIY, 5Ki 3a0e3medyars OuTblI epeKTUBHUHN PiBeHB CHiBIpali Biaagu Ta mignpueMuis. [lepmmit —
MPUHLUI BiJIOBIAHOCTI — MOJSATra€ B TOMY, L0 AEp’KaBHA MONITHKA IIOJ0 MAJIOTO MiANPHEMHHUIITBA
MOBHHHA BiAMOBigaThH Horo motpebam, iHTepecaM i BuMoram. Mae OyTH 3BOPOTHHH 3B'A30K, 1100
Jiep>KaBa OTpUMYBajia JOCTOBIpHY iH(OpPMaLio po peabHi MpoOiieMH LBOTO CEKTOopa, HEe KepyBaja, a
KOpHUTyBajla MOoro AisuibHiCTh. [Ipyruii — mpuHOMO THCKY, 3TiOHO 3 SKUM MiANPHEMLSM HEOOXiTHO
caMHMM AaKTHBHO 3aXHINATH CBOI IpaBa, NEPEKOHYBAaTH MONITHUKIB Yy TOMY, L0 3aBASKU peajizamii
IHTEpECiB CEKTOpa MaJIOTO MiINPUEMHULITBA Jep>KaBa MaTUME Ti UM 1HIII TIepeBary.

Jimepamypa
1. Apceenko A. Ta in. IToptper 6e3 perymi Ta moku mo 6e3 pamu: llusinizoBanwmii 6iznec // Biue.-
1994-Nel2 c.81-93.
2. Bapnamniii 3.C. OcHoBu mignpueMHABKOI AisttbHOCTI K.: 3HanHs Ykpainu, 2003-407 ¢.678.
3. Tabauyenko O. Mane mianpueMHUNTBO B YKpaiHi ta Pocii BinOynocs. Ypsmosuii kyp’ep 05.09.
2002 p.
4. Tpuropenko B. fx miarpumaru mane nignpueMuunTso. FOpuanunmii Bicauk Yipainu. 2001 p. Ne
65.
5. Hpsxon HO. Ille pa3 nmpo manuii 6i3uec // Exonomika Ykpainn -2000-Ne7 ¢.47-51.
Jlinia Mamyc
Hayk.kepignux — ooy. T.C. Onitinuk

THE FUNCTIONS AND USAGE OF COLLEGE SLANG

The aim of the article is to study the functions and usage of college slang, the peculiarities of its
usage.

Much has been written on the subject of slang that is contradictory and at the same time very
interesting. There are different interpretations of this notion.

The Oxford English Dictionary defines slang as "language of a highly colloquial style,
considered as below the level of standard educated speech, and consisting either of new words or of
current words employed in some special sense." [8]

A USA Today article says, "...Take words already in use, imbue them with new connotations
that have meaning for you and a circle of like-minded or like-aged acquaintances, and you have codes
that signal you are part of a group."

Slang is a complex and lively form of language, interesting to linguists not only for its forms but
for the reactions people have in both embracing and rejecting slang. Slang often arises as a form of in-
group communication, and attempt to identify with one‘s friends, family, social class, occupation,
ethnic group, or age mates. It can be a kind of private language, devised to keep out the uninitiated or
to test just who is a member of a particular group. It can also be a kind of shorthand, an informal style
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of speaking (or writing) that evokes a feeling about how things are being said. Most slang is short-
lived. As a term makes its way into the larger language, it loses its special slang flavor and may be
replaced by a new term. But a few slang terms may persist for generations, though not in the original
group. Boss is slang today only for very few speakers, booze for many more. [2]

The word "slang" refers to words and phrases peculiar to a particular group and often regarded
as non-standard and inferior. [10]

"I find it incredibly ironic that parents in the 90‘s (who grew up in the 60‘s) would be
complaining about the slang that kids speak nowadays, and that it is just another sign that their values
are deteriorating. Ironic, since the parents of the teenagers in the 60‘s said exactly the same thing.
Parents and teachers are trying to find a cure for slang--evidently to keep their kids from talking in a
language other than what they can understand. But there is no "cure" for it. Language changes and
people have been bemoaning the fact probably since people evolved to use language. Certainly the
Sumerians complained about it in the first written documents five thousand years ago. It's like the
weather — people complain bitterly about language change, but no one has ever been able to do
anything about it." [7]

Although the phenomenon has frequently been discussed, the term "slang" has rarely been
defined in a way that is useful to linguists. Annoyance and frustration await anyone who searches the
professional literature for a definition or even a conception of "slang" that can stand up to scrutiny.
Instead one finds impressionism, much of it of a dismaying kind."[3]

Slang consists basically of unconventional words and phrases that express either something new
or something old in a new way.[5]

The actual definition of slang, according to the Encyclopedia Britannica is, "consisting basically
of unconventional words and phrases that express either something new or something old in a new
way." However, Munro [4] says that everyone has an idea of what slang is, but still it is difficult to
define. She didn't want to reveal her definition, since that will be a future assignment for her students
to discover on their own. New words come about in various ways, says Case Western Reserve
University's Associate Professor Emeritus of English Prosanta Saha. There are a "dozen ways" slang
words originate, he said. In the dictionary "Slang and Euphemism," by Northwestern University
Associate Professor of Linguistics Richard A. Spears, he describes the increase of slang use as a
product of the 60s free speech movement. But Munro is emphatic that slang use is not increasing.
"Everybody always feels there is more slang," she said. "If that were the case, nobody would be using
the standard English language now." In the first study done by her and her students in 1988, the terms
that generated the most slang terms were the actions of throwing up, being drunk, and having sex.
"Barfing, boozing and boffing," respectively, was what the media then referred to as the lifestyle of the
students after the first publication of UCLA Slang, which was then turned into a commercial
publication called "Slang U." The publication received media attention from Rolling Stone, Newsweek
and USA Today. Despite some individual's sensitivity to slang, Munro thinks slang is only rude when
hoarded to oneself. "It may be rude if it excludes the other person," she said. "If you were using terms
that they couldn't understand, then it might be inappropriate."

Slang, when used as a noun, refers to non-standard terms or non-standard usages of standard
terms. It is a kind of informal language that generally follows the grammatical patterns of the language
from which it stems but that reflects an alternate lexicon with connotations of informality. Slang
provides different symbols from which communication messages can be constructed. [4]

Slang is more than a noun though. Like communication in general, slang is a process. This
means slang is also a verb. We slang as well as speak slang. The process of slanging involves the
creation and use of slang. It may entail both nonverbal and verbal cues. For example, the intonation
with which a term is spoken can transport it from Standard English to slang. Slanging characterizes a
communication environment as casual and familiar.

What do we slang? As in any language, slang reflects the experiences, beliefs and values of its
speakers. Yet, college slang is not a complete language. College slang doesn't contain terms for
everything the student discusses. However, items that are frequently encountered by college students
or are important to college life are often given slang symbols. There are many terms to say something
is good or bad and to evaluate persons positively or negatively. College slang is also descriptive and
contains many symbols for food or eating, money, effective or ineffective performance, relationships,
intoxication and college places.

Why do students use slang? People who don't know how to answer this question obviously lack
the quality that makes slang popular: It's cool!
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This is a good question though and one we are currently exploring empirically in a study that
examines speakers' reasons for slanging. The preliminary data indicate that students do slang because
it's cool.

Slang is cool in several different ways. First, it's cool in the sense of being hip and in style.
When we speak, we are communicating not only a message about the content of what we are saying
but also a message about who we believe we are, our identity. Using slang artfully is a kind of
performance and shows that the speaker is in tune with the times.

Second, slang is cool in the sense of being acceptable. Students don't slang all of the time.
Rather, the use of slang is reserved for circumstances and communication partners that accept the use
of slang. Students almost always deny that they use slang intentionally . . . but they do intentionally
slang in the sense that they assess the circumstances and people involved in the communication and
choose to use slang or not to do so. Typically, slang is used in informal environments and avoided in
formal settings (like work or the classroom). This is because use of slang in such circumstances could
result in the speaker being evaluated negatively and the desire to avoid negative evaluation is high
among college slang speakers.

College slang speakers also consider their communication partners when choosing to use or
avoid slang. Slang is usually not used to exclude people who don't understand it. However, slang is
most often spoken only among friends and close social peers. To use slang with mere acquaintances or
strangers could result in disapproval and so is avoided. Rapping like a hep cat won't win you a lot of
friends. Excessive use of slang by non-friends is almost always viewed unfavourable.

Slang is also most effective when used among friends because it draws upon common social and
emotional experiences to give meaning to the terms, something beyond what a mere dictionary
definition can provide. Slang terms can be efficient shorthand ways to express concepts. To say, "That
party was da bomb" is more than merely saying it was a very good party. It shares the emotional
experience that might otherwise take several sentences to explain. Not only does this make their
communication more efficient, but also it reinforces their friendship. Using slang sends the unstated
message that we are friends, a kind of relational identity.

Third, slang is cool in the sense that it is fun. Slanging is creative and often humorous. Slanging
can be a form of play. Slang may be entertaining and amusing to both the speaker and the listener.

So there are some reasons why people (students in particular) use slang. To be picturesque,
arresting, striking and, above all, different from others. To avoid the tedium of outmoded hackneyed
"common" words. To demonstrate one's spiritual independence and daring. To sound "modern" and
"up-to-date".

It doesn't mean that all these aims are achieved by using slang. Nor do those using slang on the
conscious level put them in so many words. But these are the main reasons for using slang as
explained by modern psychologists and linguists.
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HHOBTOPIOBAHICTDH TA BAPIATUBHICTD B ITPOLHECI HABYAHHSA
JTAJIOT'TYHOI'O MOBJIEHHA

OnTuMansHe TOEHAHHS TIOBTOPIOBAHOCTI 1 BapiaTHBHOCTI MOBHOT'O MaTepialy — Taka, Ha Halll
TMIOTJISINT,0/THA i3 HAWBAXIIMBIIINX YMOB €)EKTUBHOTO HaBYAHHS iIHO3EMHOI MOBH i, 30KpeMa, HaBUaHHS
JaJIOTIYHOrO MOBJICHHS. SIKIIO TTOBTOPIOBAHICTh CIIPUSE MIITHOCTI 3aCBOEHHS IHO3EMHOI MOBH,
aBTOMATHU3MY y BIATBOPEHHI MOBHUX OJWHHULB 1 CTPYKTYpP, TO BapiaTUBHICTh 3a0e3Meyye CUTyaTHBHI
BHCJIOBIIIOBAHHS, YMIHHS BHKOPHCTOBYBATH HAWOLIBII CHPUHHATHUNA i1 JAHOTO KOHKPETHOTO
BHITJIKy BapiaHT BUCIIOBJIIOBAHHSI, iHIIMMH CJIOBAMU — CBiIOME BUKOPHUCTaHHS MOBHHUX 3pa3KiB [3,
36-37].

OTxe, HAIMM 3aBIaHHAM € TMPOUIIOCTPYBATH MOXKIIMBOCTI TaKOrO MigXOAy MpH HaBYaHHI
HIKOJISAPIB JTIaJIOTTYHOT'O MOBIICHHS.

[ToBTOpIOBaHICTH
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