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A PRIMARY SCHOOL TEACHER IS A KEY FIGURE IN PRIMARY
EDUCATION REFORM: FORMING GENDER COMPETENCIES

Kiz O. B.

Candidate of Psychology Sciences,

Associate Professor of the Psychology Department, Temopil Volodymyr Hnatiuk
National Pedagogical University,

Ternopil, Ukraine

Key words: gender competence, gender ssereotypes, male teacher/female teacher, students,
psychological disciplines, primary education.

The child-centered educational paradigm is refined in the requirements for the
preparation of future primary school teachers with advanced professional competences,
high levels of gender and psychological culture, with professional and meaningful
qualities, among which gender compelence and gender sensibility play an important
role. Particularly high are the requirements for the content of the first teacher’s professional
truining, since the primary level of education plays a special role in the cultivation of a
personality who would be able to protect human values in adulthood, create his or her
own actions and deeds as humane, value himsell or herself and others as equal
personalities.

The modern educator should be aware that he is faced with the requirement to create
conditions for gender socialization of modem girls und boys of primary school age,
satisly their need for self-affirmation in educational and cognitive activity, ensure equal
opportunities and nights for cach male student / female student for the development of
creative gifts forming a sense of dignity, self-esteem and respect for others. Successful
gender socialization of younger students will be facilitated by different arcas of work
with children: supplementation of arcas of self-realization (encouragement of activity,
which is not primarily gender, but interests the individual); the use of social, natural
and substantive means to enrich children's activities; organizing experiences of equal
cooperution between girls und boys in joint activities; lifting traditional cultural prohibitions
on boys' emotional self-expression and encouraging them to express feclings; prevention
of girls’ acquired helplessness and gaining experience of self-promotion, independence
und self-empowerment; creation of conditions for truining of gender sensitivity, empathic
understunding and development of gender tolerance; unlocking the potential of
partnershi ps between girls and boys; studying the vanability of mastery of the sex-role
reperioire of behavior; active involvement of parents of both sexes or their substitute in
the upbringing of children |1; 3).

The effectivencss of the educational process will depend to a lurge extent on the level
of psychological culture of the primary school teacher and his theoretical and practical
psychological training. When teaching psychological disciplines, it is advisable to integrate
gender und psychological knowledge, to apply interactive gender-oriented technologies,
which promote the principles of dignity and equality, respect and mutual respect
between the sexes, creation of u gender-sensitive school environment and educat ional
environment in NUS |3]. When developing the programs of the disciplines “Age
Psychology” and "Pedagogical Psychology” gender knowledge is organically integrated
into the content of lectures, seminars and labs within the topics of all content modules
|2l

Our experience confirms that gender issues can be onganically incorporated into the
study of virtually every psychological topic. In addition, there are opportunities to
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highlight in the structure of training courses and individual topics. We also did not miss
the opportunity to integrate gender into students’ project, research work, and writing
courseworks in psychology.

Within the content module "Age Psychology” special emphasis is placed on topics
that are required by the specifics of the specialty. We characterize the age-related aspects
of gender socialization and the acquisition of gender identity by pre-school and early-
school girls and boys. In the context of the topic, we reveal the psychological mechanisms
of development of children of a certain type of gender behaviour: direction (organization
of "female” and "male” environmental microenvironment of children), modeling
(development of certain models of gender behaviour by the children imposed by
society), encouragement (reward to the child for compliance of certain types of gender
behaviour), as well as the specificity of impact of all the agents of gender socialization
(parental family, pre-school, general secondary and extracurricular education, media,
peers, etc.).

For each topic of age psychology, students are offered problematic psychological
and pedagogical situations and tasks of different types: to identify and substantiate the
age patterns of development of a psychological phenomenon of girls and boys; to determine
the stage of the child's age development by his or her actions; understanding the motives
of a child of a certain age and gender; pedagogical vision of the effect of educational
influence and prevention of pedagogical mistakes caused by gender bias and stereotypes,
elc.

Conclusions. This creates the ability to use knowledge of psychology to create favourable
conditions for active collaboration of boys and girls in the areas of their actual and
immediate development and meet the cognitive needs of students in accordance with
their personal needs in the process of life and creativity without discrimination on the
basis of sex.
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