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GENDER ORIENTATION IDENTITY OF THE UKRAINIAN
yOUTH: NEO-TRADITIONAL OR EGALITARIAN

“Oksana Kikinezhdi

Doctor of Psychology, professor, Head of the Psychology Department in Ternopil
volodymyr Hnatiuk National Pedagogical University, Ternopil, Ukraine

P

Keywords: gender democracy, gender relations, gender identification, gender com-

petencics.

Gender democracy is important, not
only because of the international recogni-
tion, but also for the internal dynamic of
our country, the implementation of basic
social programs which improve the qual-
ity of life for two socio-demographic
groups-men and women, the deprivation
of inequality between this sexes and the
development of partnership between
them as an expression of social justice, the
effective mechanisms of protection from
the discrimination and so on.

Ukrainian youth decides on its future
in the world where family and public
spheres are no longer ruled by the ideals
of Soviet patriarchal system, masked by
the slogan of equality of men and women.
Gender is a basic characteristic of a per-
son that determines his or her psycho-
logical and social functioning. Gender
relations characterize the degree of de-
mocracy in a society, as they determine
the division of roles in the political, socio-

- economic and professional lives.

In the context of “personality realiza-
tion genesis” (S. Maksymenko) contem-
porary psychology focuses on the devel-
opment of a person in the complex of
Processes of self-development and self

fulfillment, the harmonization of their in-
ner world with the outer one in terms of
social and cultural diversity, caused by the
tendencies of globalization (H. Ball, M.
Boryshewskyi, V. Vasiutynskyi, T. Hovo-
run, V. Kremen, V. Kravets, A. Maslou, V.
Moskalenko, T. Tytarenko, V. Romenets,
K. Rodzhers, V.Tatenko etc.).

Gender identification plays an impor-
tant role in the formation of gender self-
consciousness of a person, in formation of
her or his self-image, and acquiring the
requirements for gender-role behavior.
Gender identity characterized as being
marked by awareness of gender-role cul-
tural standards as well as social and psy-
chological instructions, accepting the tra-
ditional or egalitarian modes of behavior,
formation of ego-structures in the con-
tinuum of masculinity and femininity, by
representation of the individual experi-
ence of self-knowledge and attitudes to
evaluating oneself and others, by agree-
ment and balancing between the real and
ideal gender Self.

The traditional gender identification
of young women is displayed mostly in
the spheres of their life activities con-
nected with reproductive and educational
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functions, and as for young men, it is
displayed in the execution the functions
of a bread-winner, defender. Both sexes
come under the influence of sexual ste-
reotypes in the field of the development of
individual contacts.

This research shows the necessity of
creating and implementing the gender
policies based on the psychological prin-
ciples of parity and androgyny of sexes,
and on self-development and full vital
realization of an individual. Traditional
values are directed against the expansion
of space of a woman in relation to the
professional activities. Women students
admit egalitarian with men in the domes-
tic sphere, but they share patriarchal
opinions in relation to financial and legal
responsibility of a husband. Development
of gender competencies among young
Ukrainians will enable to create the pos-
sibility for maximum self-realization in
mastering some sphere of life activities.

The social construction of gender in
youth environment is determined by gen-
der space of contemporary society, it is
characterized by double contradiction: on
the one hand, a partial solution of the
ways of establishment of formal equality
and appellation to the natural function of
women, on the other hand - new, alterna-
tive system of gender relations based on
the principle “equality in difference”, ten-
dency of equal rights and opportunities
for self-realization of young men and
women as unique subjects of socio-his-
‘t‘(t)r;c?l eant. On the the background of
. f(:e?, :;)cml tr:fmsforr‘nanon .glri-students

press liberal installations, support
more equitable devision of family roles,

\
look for equal opportunities for self-reg).

ization. These trendancies allgy % .
crease subjective potential, identify pgy.
chological prospects for future [ife Ee.
ativity of young women as a way to over.
come usual stereotypes, that demonstrates
the need of the implementation of gender
specific ideological system of knowledge
and practices, relevant to psychological
principles of parity and self realization of
sexes.

The egalitarian socialization is cop-
gruent with personal-centred (non-vio-
lent) approach in education, as the most
progressive and productive community of
equal individuals of different sexes. In this
sense the initial assumptions of personal
egalitarian approach as a basic strategy of
socialization and education cover the im-
plementation of the idea of equality of
sexes and their inter changeability; in de-
termination of biological belonging of
gender roles; approval of egalitarian ide-
ology: gender competence as awareness of
sex-role norms of conduct, gender sensi-
tivity as means of creation conditions for
the general development of the represen-
tatives of different sexes despite of gender
stereotypes and prejudices, the ability to
solve educational problems from the
point of egalitarian gender ideology and
gender tolerance.

Call of time requires the df:velopmfnt
and implementation of gender-education
technologies as psychological and _p‘fda-.
gogical support of gender socialization of
children and youth, aimed at personai de
velopment and gender equality. The act”
ties of the School of Gender Equality: ¢

. Studies
tablished at the Center for G_T:if_/
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. educational program for
_ hensive education " ‘
wm?{?;nticr culture of youth, .nameiy.
ith ndamental and applied gen-
d education-

<. to apply gender an
der stodies i es based on the concor-

ented technologi ; .
oner of the principles of progressive eth-
- al traditions of the person-cen-

tred and egalitarian approaches; to develop
and improve gender standards in educa.
tion; to study the methodological bases of
youth gender competencies formation as a
peculiar system of gender knowledge and
practices adequate to sex parity principles
in the context of modern European inte-
gration processes.




