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THE CRIMINAL ELEMENTS IN O. HENRY’S SHORT STORIES
«THE RANSOM OF RED CHIEF » AND «TICTOCQ»

O. Henry (William Sydney Porter) is a pen name of writer who is best knocwn author of American novels.
You could hardly find someone who has no favorite story by this writer. He has his own writing manner and
exclusive stale. You will never confuse him with another author. Most of his nearly 300 works of fiction show a
mastery of mechanical plots, which build up to sharp, unexpected endings. This interesting elements brought into
his works a feature of mystery. Most of O. Henry's stories are sentimental rather than psychologically deep. Yet
his sympathy for human weakness and the naturalness of his characters makes his stories attractive for readers.
O. Henry wrote in the language of common people.

The topicality of scientific article is a great importance of literary works by O. Henry because it has a big
influence for successor writers of short stories not only in America but all over the world.

The objects of the scientific article are: to find out the mystery eiements in O. Henry's works as significant
future of writer's stale.

The goal of our research is to investigate the ways, which were used by O. Henry to make the
unexpected end in his story; to show the criminal item as a mean of detective sources for short stories. We have
to establish the influence of author's personal life experience on this works.

William Sidney porter was born in Greensboro, North Carolina, on September 11, 1862. He left school
when he was 16 and worked in his uncle’'s pharmacy. At nineteen Porter went to Texas. He changed a variety of
jobs. White working as a bank Porter was falsely accused a humorous joumal, which he called “The Rolling
Stone”. A year later, he moved to Houston, where he wrote for newspaper. In 1896, Porter was called back to
Austin to stand trial on a charge of stealing funds from the bank. Although he might have been pardoned, he fled
to Honduras. When he returned to Austin to the deathbed of his wife, he was arrested and imprisoned for three
years. During this time he had fourteen stories published. Obviously, that period had a big influence on his next
writing, in prison he heard about the adventures of a train-robbing cellmate, gave him material for stories of
outlawry that ring with authenticity. By the way he even show the another side of criminal life in his stories, even
offenders cause the reader's sympathy (“The Cop and the Anthem” - a tramp does everything possible to be
arrested and put to prison because winter is approaching and he is homeless).

O. Henry worked out the various kinds of the short story: the monologue, the dialogue, the adventure
story, the anecdote. His stories depict the lives of people belonging to different layers of society from
businessmen to beggars. Social criticism in O. Henry's stories is very mild. The writer's interest is not ln the
social scene but in some unusual incidents in the lives of his heroes [5].

0. Henry's stories are based almost entirely on ‘plot. Mood and character are of less importance. He was
an entertainer; his aim was to amuse and surprise his readers rather than to analyze a human situation.
Nevertheless, his stories attract the readers to this day. He is still fiving author. His love for humanity, for the
common people, his critical attitude towards injustice appeal readers.

Of the more than 300 short stories written by William Sydney Porter under the pen name of O. Henry,
about 50 of them were based on his life and times in the West. His story contains many of the elements for which
0. Henry is widely known, including poor, working-class characters, a humorous tone, realistic detail, and a
surprise ending.

We have to mention that O. Henry had no relation to the genre of classical detective stories because. The
mystery novel has its own low of structure and exclusive feature.

B. Miller says: «Detective fiction is a well-known type of mystery novel, where ir: the reader observes a
detective attempting to solve a crime, such as a murder or kidnapping, throughout the course of the plot» [1]. itis
almost impossible to find something alike in O. Henry's stories. But mainly all his work was based on hidden
investigation with difficult passages. Complicated story lines often turns and it is hard to be not confused with it.
Moreover a great number of O. Henry's stories are characterized by unexpected ending. This confusing aspect
makes the reader think of his works as a riddle that might be solved. The author lets us thing that we have
figured out but we don't. He has something waiting for us at the end of the book. In this way writer makes the

Maricrepcokuii HaykoBHM BICHHK. —— 2014, — Ne 21, 95



YKPAIHCBKA ®UIOJIOTA

readers some kind of detectives who lead the investigation. And doesn’'t matter how far ycu are dragged by your
suspicion and how original your version is O. Henry have something that surprise you.

The great example of O. Henry big talent is "The Ransom of Red Chief” - a truly ironic story. The main idea
is to show the importance of education and discipline but in which way author made us to realize it. .

Two experienced men decided to commit a crime. They who have an idea for kidnapping a wealthy man’s son in a
town named Summit. They soon acquire Johnny Dorset, son of Ebenezer Dorset, (the wealthy man) and run off with him
to a cave. Johnny, also called “Red Chief’, tums out to be more trouble than he is worth, literally. The two friends expect a
ransom of $2,000, but “Red Chief’ causes so much chaos and havoc that the conmen are willing to give up the ranscm
just to get rid of him. Red Chiefs attempts to scalp, burn, and torture the two swindlers cause them to give up. He is
espedially ciuel to Bill, which resuits in Bill pleading with Sam to get rid of this depraved child. To his relief, Red Chiefs
father is willing to take his disturbed son back, but with a counter offer of $250! Finally agreeing that Red Chief is just too
much to handle they pay Ebenezer his money and never go near summit again.

This story is an example of O. Henry irony. Two sirong adults couldn’t deal with nine year little boy, he
cause suffering. Perpetrators and victim were swapped. After one day with Red Chief, "Snake-Eye" Sam falls into
a troubled sleep. He says, "At last, | fell into a troubled sleep, and dreamed that | had been kidnapped and
chained to a tree by a ferocious pirate with red hair'(4]. Thieves were the victims themselves and Johnny “Red
Chief” represents the force of courage and love of adventure.

The main source of irony and humor in his story should be found in contrast and oppositions. Stolen boy
doesn't want to back home. Snake-eye says | to the kid "would you like to go home?""Aw, what for?" says he. '/
don't have any fun at home. | hate to go fo school. | like to camp out. You won't take me back home again, Snake-
eye, Will you?" Or another situation when Bill says “Heaven help the wolves [4]". Before, Bill and his partner
referred to Red Chief as a little helpless lamb, and themselves as the wolves, but the tables have turned and its
seems the “Wolves” don't have as much power as they predicted. These ironic accounts aren’t the only ones,
there is much more irony to be found in “The Ransom of Red Chief".

As for the mystery element in “The Ransom of Red Chief’ we could hardly find feature of mystery novels but we
have criminal element - kidnapping and ironical happy end, what is also essential feature in O. Henry writing.

Eikhenbaum B. M. in his literary work mentioned that «Henry began his literary activity in 2 way which is
extremely typical of the nineties: a newspaper satire, parody, anecdote — that were the first of his experiments,
which were printed in a humorous journal "Rolling Stone" (1894). “ Tracked to Doom " , " The Adventures of
Shamrock Jolnes " and " The Sleuths " . This is a sort of "condensed novels" Bret Harte — a detective story which
is brought to the absurd: the detective instead of arresting criminal, whom he met in a tavern, in a hurry to write
the minor marks of this person in a little book, date and details of meeting, etc.; this sort of story is characterized
by great amount of horror, the variety of most incredible situations, surprises and transformations - in short, all the
templates exaggeration [1}.

«Tictocg» -short story which is an example of parody. Famous France detective came to Austin, hi is
instructed to investigate the abduction of Populist Candidate's socks. The situation is ridicules. Tictocq use not
special method, he just walking around the streets in hope tc find some evidences. “"When informed of the
robbery,” begins Tictocq, ! first questioned the bell boy. He knew nothing. | went to the police headquarters. They
knew nothing. [ invited one of them to the bar t¢ drink.” Meaningless dialogues show no deduction; it is just
common shape which is used in genre of real detective:

- "'Can you describe the man?’

"Accurately. He had blue whiskers, a wart between his shoulder blades, a touch of colic, and an
occupation tax on his breath [3].*

O. Henry also used the classic detective story sequence. In the first part of his story we have an
exposition: detective is told about the crime. The second part shows detection, and in the last section detective
tells of his investigation acts. Actual the ending is illogical as all actions and dialogues in this story. Gentleman
who was robbed declares: "For God's sake, my friends,” pleaded the Candidate, following them; "listen fo me; |
swear before high heaven that | never wore a pair of socks in my life. It is all a devilish campaign lie [3].”

So we may see that O. Henry had no task to represent the real investigation, but he show a great parody talent.

As for the conclusion we have to admit that O. Henry is one of the greatest writers of short novel. He is
famed for his 'twist' endings, and as such, many of his short stories fall into a formula. That said, it's a pretty good
formula, and if more writers that are published could find themselves a formula that works as well it would be a lot
better world to read in. For O. Henry lacks a modern feei to his character development. in one tale he can be as
realistic as turn of the Twentieth Century fiction can be and in the next he can give merely slight caricatures and
corny sight gags. Literary criticism didn’t evaluate his work highly.

The unexpected ends are source of mystery. Readers could not suspect in which way the story line well
unfold. O. Henry often put his attention to the theme of committing crime. As he had experience of being imprison
writer was highly aware of all aspects of this topic.

Actually he wrote now detective or classic mystery novel, but O. Henry is brilliant at genre of parody. He
wrote a lot of short stories which included the main feature of detective: classic story line with unusual situation. it
is better to say with ridicules situations and comic resulits.

“The random of Red Chief” show illogical deployment of events und this story demonstrates a remarkable
sense of writer’'s humor. While ironical detective “TicTocq” ridicules public admiration of tabloid detectives.

0. Henry made a significant contribution to the literature. Many writers were inspired by his works which
are related with skill, humour and feeling.

In many O. Henry's short story there is a criminal element, which brings to his works mystery and secret
item.
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Hayxoesul kepieHuk — doy. KyuwHip O.
XXAHPOBI OCOBNIMBOCTI ABTOPCbKOI KONOHKHU

CoujanbHi, eKoHOMIYHI T2 noniTudHi TpaHcdopmaii y 1980-1990-x pokax 3pyiHyBanv CUMBORIYHI OCHOBY
PaARHCHLKOro XUTTH. MpomagaHin konuwHeoro CPCP BTpatunu 3su4Hi Cxemu CNpURHATTA peankHoCTi, no3bynucs
GaraTe0OX XWTTEBO BaNUSIMBWX MEPCNEKTUB. lgeonoris, Ak NiAXOPANOCA Aekinbka NOKoMiHb, Byna Bu3HaHa
HENPURHATHOK | NoMunkosoio. Hosa nonitTuka y 6inbWOCTi KONUWHIX pagsHCLKUX pecnyBnix opieHTyBanaca Ha
3axiaHy Mogenb PO3BATKY CyCniNbCTBA, TaAKOr0 X MNPUHUMNY Movyanu A0TPUMYBATHCA | 3acobu macoeol
indopmayii. Y ccbepi mac-megia sinbyscs nepernag TEOPETUWHWUX 3acag, Ha RKuX PYHTyBanacs BCR TOAIWHSA
KypHanicTuka. 3MiHW TOPKHYNUCA | XaHPOBMX knacudikalinl raseTHUX Ta XypHanbHUX MaTepianis, BUHUKNO
GaraTo HoBvX XaHpiB, AeNKi XaHPK IHUKNK B3arani, Aeski TpaHcopMyBanucs.

Mpuknagom MeTamopdo3 3 OAHOTO XKaHPY B iHWWA € aBTOPCbKa KOMOHKa. Y  CydacHOMy
KypHaNICTUKO3HABCTBI KOMOHKY BU3HAYa0Th AK TPAHC(OPMALO paHitie NonynsapHOro XaHpy nepeaoBoil cTaTTi.
MNpuxunbHUALEIC Takoi AyMKW € AcchigHvus B. Manwy, sika 3a3Hauvna, ulo nepeaocsa CraTTA, NOKNWKawa
BUCANOBMIOBAETA PeAaKLitHy NoNiTUKY, CbOrogHi HeBni3HaBaHO, amitinnacs. Metamopdo3un LUbOro xaHpy NOMITHI B
3aronoeky, obcasi, amicTi, hopmi, micueaHaxomKekHI i YHKUIAX. Y. CUCTEMI XypHanIiCTCbkUX POPM AK BiATYK Ha
foAil AHs NepefoBa CTATTA NEePeMiCTUNACSH 3 rPpynu aHaniTUYHNX XaHpis i, 0OHOBUBLUMCH, 3aHANa HaAidHe Micue
cepea XaHpis nybniyuCTMMHOrO poay, OPIEHTYIOMACH Ha uuTada 3  YCKNafHEeHWM, HewabnoHHuM,
«MOCTMOZEPHUM» MUCTIEHHSAM [1].

AHanis pocnigxkeHe i nyBnikauid, B sAxkux posrnaganaca npobnema. Ha nuTaHHA XaHpOBMX
0COGNMBOCTEN aBTOPCHLKOT KOMOHKM MPUHArIAHO 3BEPTany ysary BiT4M3HAHI Ta 3apybixHi KypHanicTuko 3Hasyj, a
came: B. Manuu [1], 0. MNopaees [2], O. Tonuap [3), O. I'puuerxko [4], J1. Kpoiuu. [5), W. Nocs [6], 1. Muxainux [7],
C. Muxaitnos [8], O. Mopo3osa [9], C. Apuesa [11, 12, 13, 14,

MeTa ROCNIgXEHHA — BU3HAYUTU XAHPOBO-CTUNICTVYHI 0COBNWBOCTI aBTOPCHKOT KONOHKM Ta 1 Micue y
CMCTEMI XYPHAaNICTCbKUX XaHpiB.

[nAa gocArHeHHs okpecneHoi MeTy 6yno BUpilLeHO HACTYMNHI 3aBAAHHS:

» ineHTUhikyBaTh KONOHKY, BUOKPEMUTK 1T TUNONOrIYHI pUcy;
* BU3HAYMTU OCOBNUBOCTI KONOHKW SIK XaHpy;
e OKPECNUTK NOrNAAN CYHACHUX XYPHANICTUKO3HABLIB WOAO aBTOPCHKO!T KOMOHKK.

MosiBa Takux XaHpis, AK KOMEHTap pefakTopa, KONoHKa peaakTopa i asTOPCbKUIA KOMEHTap, aBTOpCbKa
KONOHKA HA wWnanbTax YKPaiHCbKMX raseT MOXHa MOTWBYBATW NCUXONOriYHUMKN hakTopamn, 3o0Kkpema
0cOoBNUBOCTAMW MEHTaANbLHOCTI YKPATHCbKOrO YWTava, AKOMY OyXe BaXnuBo, Ha BiAMIHy BiR 3aKOPAOHHOIO
(3axigHOTO 4YMU MIBHIYHOAMEPUKAHCLKOTO) PEeuMIliEHTa, Ai3HAaTUCA NPO aBTOPCbKY XapakTepucTUKy NOAiIA, Wo
BigobpaxarTbes, u0b NopiBHATH iX 3 BNacHoio AyMkoio abo x cchopMysaTy CBOIO LKAy OUIHOK.

lHTerpyiounM  HakTOPOM  ONTUMI3ALIT BHYTPIWHIX | 30BHILUHIX XapaKTepUCTUK KONOHKW BUCTynae ix
nybniunCTMYHNMA 3MICT. ABTOPCbKA KOMOHKA NMUCBMEHHUKA BUAINAETLCS Cepes iHIMX CKNagHM NepenneTeHH M
XaHpoBUX POPM, aPOPUCTUMHICTIO, NOBHASIBHUM XapaKTEPOM, IPOHIMHUM 3MICTOM, NapafoKCanbHICTIO OWHOK dakTie,
iHTEPTEKCTYaNLHICTIO, YCKNaAHeHWM NponsoM hopM asTopcbkoro «5» i dhopm Hapatvsy. Opatopcbkuit nadoc i
NpONaraHAWCTCLKMA 3MICT nepeaocBOl CTaTri B aBTOPCbKIM KOMOHUI 3MIHMAWCA Ha A[OBIPNUBMIA TOH nacTopa i
nponosigxuka [1].

KonoHKOW pepakTopa HasvBalTh CTaTTio, aHaniTuiHUA ornag abo aHaniTuyHniA KomeHTap. 3assuvait
pefakTopy NiAXOAsTb 4O HAMKUCAHHS KONOHKW HE NULLE 3 NOYYTTSM, ane i roTiM peaaryloTs ii 3 PO3yMOM. 3BICHO,
W0 Matepiany nosvHHo GyTi Binbl, HiX AocTaTHLO, abn MoxHa Gyno BubpaTty noTpibHe # GeanocepeaHbo Te,
wo 71peba Ana oo3kpurTs Temu [1]. CTUMynOM AfIS HaANUCAHHS KONOHKA PEeAaKTopa MOXyTb CTaTH
HANPISHOMARITHILLI NPUYMHK, OCKINbKW 3aBXAKN € NeBHa CycninbHa notpeba B TOMy, LLIOG HANWCATX TakKy KOMOHKY.
Uini MoXyTb BUSBNSATUCA NO-Pi3HOMY:

» Biaryk Ha 3nobogeHHy ripobnemy;

> BiANOBIAb HA XWTTEBE NUTAHHRA;

» BB HA YMTaua;

> NosICHEHHsi NEBHOT inel, ska Typbye cycninbcTeo;

» BUCROBMAEHHA KPUTUKW Ha aapecy Bnaau;

> MPONo3unLin KapAWHaIILHOTO BUPILEHHA YOroCh;

» nNinTpuMKa nesHoI noniTuyHOT cunu abo nigepa [12].
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